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Did You Know  

 

Planting trees around a yard 

has benefits other than soil 

protection.  Trees add to the 

aesthetic  value of a     

homestead while providing 

cooling in the summer 

months.  Trees help prevent 

flooding by holding soil  

together and giving the rains 

time to soak into the ground.  

Planting trees also provides 

habitat for native wildlife.. 

Solutions For a 
Changing 
World  

 

More frequently, global    

consumers are interested in 

where their food comes from 

and are choosing products 

produced in a sustainable 

manner.   This trend is not 

likely to change soon.      

Conservation groups such as 

Highway Two Conservation 

are working to assist        

producers in making changes  

to increase sustainability in an 

affordable and timely manner.  

Together, the groups and 

producers  are working to 

maintain Alberta’s competitive 

edge on world markets and 

striving for our continuation as 

a world leader in agricultural  

innovation. 

Conservation Starts at 

Home-  Did you know that 

conservation can be as 

simple as conserving water 

by fixing your leaky taps or 

toilets?  It is estimated that a 

leaky toilet can waste almost 

200,000 L of fresh water  a 

year.  Leaky taps waste 

14,000 L a year.  These are 

cheap fixes that when added 

up, equal a lot of fresh water 

savings.  This reduces cost 

of treatment by reducing 

consumption and           

withdrawal from diminishing 

fresh water sources. 

Highway Two Conservation– A New Partnership. 
Highway Two Conservation is a project with 

new partners but a similar direction as North 

West Alliance Conservation Initiative 

(NWACI).  Formed in January of 2011, the 

group hired Sheila Wooten, a recent graduate 

of the   Environmental  Stewardship major in 

the Olds College Land and Water Resources 

program, as Conservation Coordinator.  

 

The partnership involves Westlock,  Athabasca and 

Sturgeon Counties and aims to continue the good 

work of NWACI done in previous years. This    

includes holding  informative workshops,      

demonstrations, field days, and striving to bring 

producers the most up-to-date information available 

to help    improve the sustainability and profitability 

of their evolving farming operations. 

 

Highway Two Conservation aims to increase the  

adoption of Beneficial Management   Practices by 

area producers and help  producers navigate    

Environmental Farm Plans and Growing Forward 

Funding.  With the changes to global markets,                

Sheila Wooten believes it is more important than 

ever for producers to develop and maintain an EFP.   

 

“Environmental Farm Plans are a tool to adapt to 

the changing markets faced by  Alberta Producers,” 

she says, “I’m excited to be a part of that and look 

forward to helping as many people as I can.” 

 

H2C can help producers answer questions about 

water wells, dugouts, riparian health assessments, 

pasture management, shelterbelts as well as 

providing information on a variety of other topics. 

 

Contact Highway Two Conservation for your    

conservation questions, needs and thoughts on 

what type of workshops you would like to see in the 

area. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Water Well Decommissioning Demonstration  

Plastic Mulching Demonstration  

Working Well Workshops  

Winter Grazing and Watering  

Vertebrate Pest– Who they are and how to control them.  

Septic System In and Outs  

Shelterbelt and Opportunities from Trees with Toso Bozic and Don George  

Urban Coyote 

 

 

Watch your local paper for dates and times or call Highway Two Conservation for 

more information and early registration!! 

 

Shelterbelt Planning Begins Now 

A successful shelterbelt is not a 

matter of planting trees and just 

leaving them.  There is preparation 

and planning involved. 

 

First, the site must be chosen.  

When choosing a site, it is       

important to consider the proper 

setback distances from power 

lines, roads  and right-of-ways.  

After siting, the species of tree 

must be considered.  Trees should 

be selected for what grows best 

the climactic zone and what can  

 

thrive in your specific soil          

conditions.   

 

After a site is chosen and species 

selected, measurements of the 

area need to be taken. Spacing of      

seedlings on the site should    

consider the mature growth size of 

the tree.  Information on spacing 

can be    obtained from your local 

Agricultural Service Board.   

 

Once measurements have taken 

place, the number of trees should 

be calculated and   ordered.  There 

are a number of places to order 

seedlings and if the landowner has 

more than 5 acres of land,      

seedlings can be ordered from the                      

Agri- Environmental Services 

Branch of the Canadian           

Government , paying only for the 

shipping and handling of the   

seedlings.   

 

Next, the site should be prepared.  

Tilling and harrowing the season 

before an intended planting gives 

the planter a leg up on weeds as 

well as leaving the site ready to 

plant trees.   

 

 

  

The area should be well cultivated 

so the soil is lose enough to ease  

the planting process as well as 

providing loose soil for the roots of 

seedlings to penetrate.   

 

Fall is a perfect time to prepare the 

site for a shelterbelt.  By preparing  

the site, producers give seedlings 

a better chance of survival. 

 

Once the site is prepared, some 

thought can be given to plastic 

mulch.  Plastic mulch provides a 

barrier to weeds and increases the 

growth rate of a planted seedling.  

By eliminating the competition from 

weeds and other vegetation, tree 

seedlings receive more of the     

nutrients required for successful 

growth.   

 

Shelterbelt packages and advice 

are available through local       

Agricultural Service Boards and 

Highway Two Conservation.    

Contact them today! 

A Partnership Between: 

For More Information Contact: 

Sheila Wooten 

Conservation Coordinator 

780-349-3346 ext. 249 

swooten@westlockcounty.com 



What first-time  
IT managers really  
need to know. 

Noxious weeds, when        

established in hay or on     

pastures can create heavy 

infestations that are difficult to 

control without damaging the 

crop or tilling up the land.  The 

good news is that control can 

start with planting of the field. 

 

The Canada Seeds Act and        

Regulation dictates the grading of 

all seed within the country and that 

seed must have a list of what 

weeds were found during grading.  

The weed seed amount and type 

found affect the grade of the seed 

and are listed on the Seed Testing 

Certificate. 

 

Producers should request a testing 

certificate before purchasing seed 

and inform themselves as to which 

seeds and the resulting plants are 

listed in the Alberta Weed Control 

Act and Regulation.  A lot of    

money spent on control can be 

saved by finding out what        

problems could be faced with the  

purchase of a specific lot of seed.   

We asked 5 accomplished  

managers the things they 

would’ve done differently at the 

onset of their careers 

Water Well       

Maintenance 

 
Water Well Maintenance is important 

on farms and acreages in rural Alberta.  

Most groundwater resources are clean 

and fresh tasting when first drilled.  

Keeping them that way requires regular 

care and maintenance. 

 

Maintenance begins with the drilling of 

the well.  Steps must be followed to 

ensure there is no contact to surface 

run-off in the newly drilled well and 

records should be kept by the land 

owner in regards to the depth of the 

well, draw down, yield and  composition 

of the overburden.  These records will 

be needed and referred to through out 

the life of the well. 

 

Common water quality issues in rural 

water wells are related to naturally 

occurring bacteria.  Sulfate and iron 

reducing bacteria are one of the chief 

causes of well  degradation.  Some 

questions to ask to help determine if a 

well is contaminated by these bacteria 

are:  

 

- Is the tank of the toilet, washed  

clothing and other plumbing fixtures 

experiencing staining?  

 

- Does water from the well have a 

rotten egg odor? 

 

- Is there a greasy slime on the surface 

of the water in the reservoir tank of the 

toilet? 

 

- Has there been a decrease in the 

pressure of water? 

 

- Has the yield from the well been 

reduced? 

 

If the answer to any of these is yes, the 

well may be contaminated by these 

bacteria.  Sulfate and Iron reducing 

bacteria do not pose a health risk but 

they are a nuisance.  Shock          

chlorination may be helpful for wells 

experiencing these symptoms. 

 

Ignoring these symptoms could be 

costly.  Iron and sulfate reducing  

bacteria can be corrosive to plumbing 

pipes and if left too long, shock    

chlorination may not be enough to fix 

the problem. 

 

If you are experiencing these problems 

with your well water, contact H2C for 

more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Weed Control Starts With the Seed 

Top Reasons for 
Completing an 
EFP: 
 

 Process is science-based and 

tested and that identifies both 

the strengths and gaps of your 

current management practices 

 

 Better positions your        

operation for emerging market 

driven expectations relating to 

environmental stewardship 

 

 Learn more about the      

agricultural-environmental 

relationship and take pride in 

being proactive and         

contributing to the            

sustainability of the           

agricultural industry 

 

 Potentially can add monetary 

value to the farm property 

 

 Improved management of 

critical agricultural inputs such 

as herbicides, insecticides, 

fertilizers and fuel 

 

 Demonstrate to the public, 

government, regulators,   

lenders and investors that 

Alberta agricultural producers 

are committed to managing 

environmental risks 

 

 Increase your understanding 

of rules, regulations and 

standards relating to        

environmental issues 

Seed sellers must make the     

certificate available to the        

purchaser within 30 days of the 

request by law.   

 

No one wants to spend the time 

planting only to have 20% of the 

field come up as white cockle,     

ox-eye daisy, common 

tansy or scentless cham-

omile.  Not only is time 

lost to these weeds but 

their seeds are then 

added to the seed bank.  

These seeds can last 

years in the soil,       

becoming   significant 

problems after land has 

been tilled or original 

control measures have taken 

place.   Scentless Chamomile 

seeds can remain viable for 15 

years,     Common    Tansy can 

haunt you for 25 years or more.  

White   Cockle can be a yield  

reducer for more than 6 years, and 

Ox-Eye  Daisy could rear its ugly 

head ten years down the road from 

the first plant spotted. Spending 

extra   money on higher quality 

seed   will   increase   yield    and  

quality of the forage produced as 

well as  decrease the input costs of  

controlling noxious weeds  present 

in the seed.  Due diligence goes a 

long way in controlling weed    

infestations on farmland. 

 

The Alberta Weed Control Act and 

Regulation lists the 

responsibilities of the      

landowner to control 

noxious weed species 

and destroy prohibited  

noxious weeds.  This 

applies to all producers, 

province wide. Weed 

infestations can affect 

the  producer’s ability to 

transport baled hay, 

degrade the aesthetics of the    

municipality and can even affect 

the property value of the land. 

 

Controlling weeds is in everyone’s 

interest. Check the Seed         

Testing Certificate.  It is easier 

then dealing with a problem that 

could be avoided. 

“Due diligence goes 

a long way in    

controlling weed 

infestations on 

farmland.”  

The Environmental Farm Plan 

(EFP) has been part of Alberta's 

farming and ranching landscape 

for nearly a decade. It is well   

recognized and has been an   

important step for the thousands of 

producers who have completed 

one. 

 

The main questions the agriculture 

industry has today about EFP in 

Alberta relate to its relevance and 

purpose in the current agricultural 

scene. Is there still good reason for 

Alberta producers who have not 

completed an EFP, to do so? Does 

an EFP that was completed in past 

years still have value and should it 

be updated? 

 

The simple answer is that the EFP 

is becoming an increasingly    

valuable process to the agriculture 

industry and EFP services are still 

available to all farmers and   

ranchers in the province.         

Producers who have not yet    

completed an EFP should consider 

doing so and those who already 

have one should consider updating 

it to ensure their EFP remains 

current and relevant. 

 

Perry Phillips runs a family beef 

operation and also has a long 

history working with the EFP   

program. Today, he continues in 

the role of EFP training and     

support with Alberta Agriculture 

and Rural Development. 

 

In past years many producers 

were motivated to complete an 

EFP as a way to qualify for      

government funded programs. 

While the focus of these          

stewardship programs has evolved 

over the years, Phillips believes 

the EFP is as relevant today as it's 

EFP: The Living Document 
ever been and the fundamental 

reasons for completing an EFP 

remain the same – as funding 

programs come and go. 

 

Phillips says that producers     

provided clear feedback over the 

years on how pleased they were 

about what they learned through 

the EFP process. The fact that 

farmers were in charge of        

assessing their own environmental 

concerns and developing plans 

suited to their own operation made 

it a valuable experience.          

Producers who completed the 

process were left with an even 

greater appreciation for, and    

understanding of, the agricultural-

environmental relationship. 

 

From a broader perspective, the 

need for completing an EFP is that 

environmental stewardship is  

becoming increasingly important in 

marketing agriculture and food 

products. In addition to food safety 

and quality consumers are also 

concerned about the                 

environmental impacts – such as 

groundwater protection – of food 

production. Developing an EFP is 

a significant step toward      

demonstrating environmental  

stewardship in food production 

both at a domestic and global  

level. Canada's and Alberta's  

reputation in international markets 

is critical and there are food    

product branding opportunities 

emerging that reflect these      

environmental standards and   

expectations. 

 

This is one reason why more food 

brands are building around verified 

production systems and more 

producer, industry and government 

programs are responding to these  

market driven conditions. The EFP 

process helps producers affirm 

what is being done properly on 

their operation in addition to     

identifying 'areas of concern' 

where a change of practice can be 

planned, to help them align with 

current expectations and       

standards of practice. 

 

While the reasons for developing 

an EFP remain much the same, 

there have been some changes 

that producers should be aware of 

in the way EFP services are now 

provided in Alberta. 

 

The network of individuals trained 

as technical assistants (TAs) has 

always played a important role in 

EFP delivery. The TAs provide 

support and resources throughout 

the process. Once producers   

complete their EFP, they can  

submit it to their TAs for a review. 

This review process provides  

producers sound feedback on their 

efforts as well as input on how to 

strengthen the Plan, along with 

links to resources to help them 

implement it. 

 

TAs also now serve as the key 

contact for anyone wanting to start 

a new EFP or renew an existing 

one. 

 

Phillips says renewing the plan is 

very important. Environmental farm 

planning is an ongoing process to 

be revisited regularly and adjusted 

as priorities and management 

practices evolve - the EFP itself is 

a 'living document'. 

 

Retrieved From:     http://www.albertaefp.com/

n_magazine/mag_1102.php with permission 


