
 

Sustainability is a word used   

frequently, but does anyone really 

stop to explain what it truly means?  

In 100 words or less, this is what 

Sustainability is all about. 

 

Sustainability contains three pillars 

or influences.  Sustainable      

decisions must address the 

strengths and weakness of a  

decision upon each of the three 

influences.  Decisions need to be 

weighed.  What are the conse-

quences of a chosen action?  What 

are the consequences of not   

following through with the chosen 

action?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Without balance among these 

three influences, the decision 

made will not be sustainable.  Over 

emphasis or under emphasis of 

any of the three aspects will lead to 

a collapse of a sustainable future.    

 

Abandoned water wells can be a 

hazard if not properly decommis-

sioned.  These wells provide an 

access point to the surface that 

can lead to the contamination of 

an aquifer.  Properly decommis-

sioning these wells will protect the 

quality and increase the longevity 

of wells. 

 

Improperly abandoned wells    

provide a contact point  between 

surface water and otherwise clean 

groundwater.  If the housing of the 

well casing is not high enough, is 

corroded or accessible, aquifers 

can be contaminated with bacteria, 

nutrients and other run-off.   

 

Abandoned water wells provide 

access to small rodents.  These 

rodents become trapped in the 

well and die.  The decomposing 

bodies of creatures will negatively 

impact water quality. 

 

Due to the risk of surface contami-

nation, chlorination of wells is 

standard practice before sealing 

takes place.  This ensures that 

nothing is left in the well that could 

contaminate the aquifer after seal-

ing. 

 

There are over 50,000 abandoned 

water wells in Alberta. It is in the 

producers best interest to seek 

help from a professional drilling 

service when decommissioning.  

Wells improperly sealed risk   

contamination.  Bentonite is    

commonly used to provide an 

adequate barrier. 

 

There are some Provincial      

incentive programs for producers 

to properly decommission an 

abandoned water well.  Contact 

H2C for more information. 

 

  

On January 1, 2012 Highway Two    

Conservation welcomed another   

partner to their conservation group. 

 

The County of Barrhead has a long    

history of Environmental Stewardship.  

With an emphasis being placed on 

Water Quality and Quantity, The 

County of  Barrhead will fit well within 

the Partnering Municipalities of H2C. 

 

Be sure to keep an eye out for H2C  

activities in Barrhead and the          

surrounding area.  Plans have already 

been made for a Septic Maintenance 

and Trouble Shooting workshop on 

April 25 and many other            

demonstrations and workshops are 

being contemplated. 

 

Be sure to call H2C and let us know 

what you would be interested in     

seeing within the County of Barrhead! 
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Dry Conditions Cause Concerns for Alberta Livestock 
Dry soil conditions and below-average 

snow packs across much of the province 

could mean a late start to spring grazing 

and an increased risk of winterkill on hay 

and pasture stands for livestock producers, 

cautions a provincial forage specialist. 

“Producers should plan for delayed growth 

on their hay and pasture lands this spring 

and be prepared to keep their herds on 

winter feed supplies for at least a week 

longer than usual – possibly longer, de-

pending on when we get some moisture,” 

says Grant Lastiwka, a forage and grazing 

specialist with Alberta Agriculture and 

Rural Development (ARD). 

 

Lack of Moisture ‘Really Snuck Up On 

Us’ 

“The dry conditions really snuck up on us 

after such a wet start to the growing sea-

son last year,” adds Lastiwka. “It’s surpris-

ing how quickly things turned around.” 

 

Soil moisture and snow packs are well 

below normal across large pockets of 

central, eastern and northern on older hay 

stands,” he adds, pointing to the lack of 

snow cover and unseasonably warm 

temperatures Druythis winter, which were 

followed by a frigid blast of Arctic air in 

January. Alberta, including much of the 

Peace region, with soil moisture ranging 

from an estimated 1-in-6 to 1-in-50-year 

lows in many areas, according to provincial 

soil moisture maps at 

www.agric.gov.ab.ca/acis. Southern Alber-

ta is the main exception with soil moisture 

generally near normal to moderately high 

across the region. The risk posed by dry 

soils could quickly lessen or turn around 

completely with some very early rain or wet 

snow once the ground starts to thaw this 

spring, points out Lastiwka. But with condi-

tions currently so dry, and the February 29 

deadline to insure hay and pasture in 

Alberta just weeks away, “farmers need to 

be aware of these issues now  so they can 

assess soil moisture on their own farms  
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limited rainfall late in the season and production 

losses on hay. Claims have also been triggered 

in southern Alberta by accidental pasture fires 

this winter due to dry conditions, high winds, and 

a lack of snow, says Kresowaty. He explains 

pasture insurance includes spot loss coverage 

for accidental fires and fires caused by lightning. 

Across northern Alberta and the Peace region, 

more than $3 million was paid after an extremely 

dry, cool spring delayed hay and pasture growth. 

 

With conditions so dry across the province this 

year, Kresowaty expects participation in Peren-

nial Insurance will increase. “We often see that 

when soil moisture is dry,” he says, explaining 

insurance subscriptions increased across the 

Peace region due to drought conditions over the 

past few years. While most producers in the 

program insure every year, there are some who 

opt in and out depending on what the weather 

looks like in February and sometimes find them-

selves disappointed by Mother Nature, he says. 

 

AFSC encourages producers to stay in the 

program every year with premium discounts of 

up to 20 per cent for Continuous Participation 

and an Experience Discount of up to 38 per cent 

for hay producers with a favorable claims histo-

ry. 

 

New Weather Stations 

New to Perennial Insurance this year is the 

addition of 11 new weather stations to the pro-

vincial network, primarily in the Special Areas of 

eastern Alberta, bringing the total to 207 sta-

tions. “We review the network yearly, and when 

feasible recommend additional weather stations 

to limit the distance from producers’ land bases,” 

says Kresowaty, explaining Moisture Deficiency 

coverage for hay and pasture is based on pre-

cipitation at weather stations. For more details 

about Perennial Insurance, producers can 

contact their local AFSC office or phone the 

AFSC Call Centre at 1-877-899-2372 before the 

February 29 deadline 

and decide how they want to manage that 

risk,” he says. 

 

Ralph Wright, a provincial soil moisture 

specialist with ARD, says an extremely dry 

fall is largely to blame for the current condi-

tions. “Alberta had a wet June and July, but 

thirsty crops and forage stands used up all 

that water. By early September, our soil 

moisture was depleted. And from August to 

mid- November the rains basically stopped 

falling in many parts of Alberta – prevent-

ing the soils from getting a fall moisture 

recharge for next year’s crops before the 

ground froze.” 

 

Slower Plant Growth; Increased Risk of 

Winterkill 

With no moisture in the soil, many hay and 

pasture stands stopped growing in August 

and became dormant much earlier than 

usual – forcing them to survive longer on 

their winter energy reserves, says 

Lastiwka. 

 

“As those energy reserves become deplet-

ed over the winter, the plants will be slower 

to start growing this spring. They’re also 

more vulnerable to winterkill – which could 

be a real issue this year, especially as the 

February 29 deadline to insure hay and 

pasture in Alberta approaches, John Kres-

owaty with AFSC says dry soil conditions 

and below-average snow packs could 

delay spring grazing for Alberta livestock 

producers this year.   

 

More Than $6 Million Paid in 2011 

In 2011, more than $6 million was paid on 

hay and pasture insurance claims across 

Alberta mainly due to lack of moisture, 

says John Kresowaty, Perennial Insurance 

Coordinator with Agriculture Financial 

Services Corporation (AFSC), the provin-

cial Crown Corporation that administers 

crop insurance in Alberta. Across central 

and southern Alberta, more than $3 million  

was paid to producers who experienced  
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Dates may change without notice.  Watch 

your local paper for ads or call H2C for 

more information! 



Riparian areas are the land      

surrounding a body of water and 

the health of this area can greatly 

influence the quality of water found 

in the water body.  Proper riparian 

management can result in a    

productive area for producers and 

higher water quality for the      

landscape. 

 

The deep root systems of         

desirable vegetation surrounding a 

body of water hold soil particles 

together and decreases the      

likelihood of erosion.  This       

important  vegetative buffer zone 

helps reduce the sedimentation of 

the water body by   catching    

particles before they reach the 

water.  With a healthy riparian 

area, the speed of water over the 

land from rains and spring run-off 

is slowed and the water has more 

time to soak into the ground where 

nutrients and sediment can be     

filtered. 

 

Cattle can be very damaging to a 

riparian zone and watering      

livestock on a water body can be 

detrimental to a producer’s pocket 

book.   Water quality suffers from 

the manure introduced to the    

system, sediment stirred up or 

introduced by the animals and the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water pricing may 
be in cards 
Posted Dec. 15th, 2011by Barb Glen 

Western Producer 

 

Pricing and conservation pressure 

loom large in the future of Canada s 

approach to water. 

 

Roger Gibbins, president of the   

Canada West Foundation, believes a 

growing focus on water conservation 

worldwide will inevitably lead to water 

pricing, which assigns a market value 

to water to encourage conservation. 

 

Speaking to the annual meeting of the 

Alberta Irrigation Projects Association 

in Lethbridge, Gibbins said greater 

moral pressure will be exerted on 

Canada to use water wisely, even 

though water shortages are a larger 

issue internationally than at home. 

 

The moral imperative to conserve I 

think will be growing in Canada, said 

Gibbins, whose think-tank recently 

studied water issues. 

 

We are finding that there is an   

emerging, quite vociferous debate 

about global supply issues and global 

quality issues as they relate to water. 

 

Drought in other countries, coupled 

with worries over climate change and 

the ability to grow enough food for an 

increasing population, are bringing 

greater attention to water use in  

Canada, Gibbins said. 

 

He does not see water exports as a 

viable option, but Canada can help 

other countries through virtual water, 

which is water exported in the form of 

agricultural goods. 

 

That means greater emphasis on 

agriculture, which he said became 

marginalized in the Canadian      

economy after the Second World War. 

 

I think we re going to see a revival in 

the importance of agriculture. We 

have the water to grow what the world 

needs and that s the way we can link 

global supply shortages and Canadian 

supply surpluses. The linkage is 

through agriculture. 

 

That, coupled with pressure to    

conserve, could combine to         

encourage water pricing, Gibbins said. 

 

However, there is little political     

appetite for such a move. Government 

efforts tend to focus on quality rather 

than supply, and the largely urban 

electorate doesn’t see water as an 

issue, so long as it comes from the tap 

when they turn it on. 

 

Gibbins encouraged irrigators to 

consider their response to inevitable 

changes regarding water policy and 

shore up political dikes before     

questions arise. 

banks are damaged by the      

increased activity.  Watering    

livestock directly on a water body 

increases the chance of drowning 

deaths and hoof rot, as well as 

other health problems.  Poor water 

quality increases the days to   

market weight for cattle and can 

negatively impact the 

health of livestock.     

These factors can lead to 

higher vet bills, treatment 

costs and loss of       

profitability.   

 

Performing a riparian 

health assessment can 

help producers to see 

where improvements to 

the riparian area can be 

made and how the land 

owner can     reduce their 

impact on local water quality.              

Improvements can be as simple as 

planting shrubs or trees to stabilize 

the banks or fencing off the area 

from livestock and providing        

off-site watering.  A hard surface 

with a controlled access point can 

also mitigate the problems of       

on-site watering.   

 

 

A healthy riparian area should 

have different species of plants  

with no bare spots of soil caused 

by cattle or human activity.      

Invasive species and weeds 

should be at a minimum and banks 

should allow for higher water   

levels.  This the water somewhere 

to go when the water 

body is swollen.   

 

Riparian areas can be 

highly productive if 

properly managed.  

There can be a    happy 

balance between   pro-

ducers and these green 

zones.  For information 

in   conducting a ripari-

an health assessment,       

contact H2C. 

“Proper management 

can result in a      

productive area for 

producers and higher 

water quality for the 

landscape”  

World of 'Big Food' and farming 

coming together on environ-

mental expectations 

 

It was a whirlwind tour that provided 

a unique window on the world of 

stewardship. Yves LeClerc, head of 

agronomy for McCain Foods, was 

back in his Florenceville, New  

Brunswick office after stops in    

Belgium at the Sustainable         

Agriculture Initiative meetings and in 

China checking in on the company's 

processing facilities. 

 

With a front-row view of food industry 

progress both at home and abroad, 

spanning from the farmer level to the 

international negotiating table, 

LeClerc has unique insight on where 

things are headed in stewardship as 

it relates to agriculture and food. 

 

One thing he sees is an issue that 

has moved quickly to the front burner 

in recent years. Environmental   

stewardship, or more broadly 

'sustainability,' has become a major 

focus particularly at a 'Big Food' level 

among the world's major              

multi-national food companies. At a 

more grass-roots level, progress is 

also being made through initiatives 

such as the Environmental Farm 

Plan (EFP) in Alberta and other  

provinces. 

 

Overall it's an area where industry 

responses, including the potential for 

internationally recognized standards, 

are in a rapidly evolving, embryonic 

stage of discussion and              

development. 

 

"There's no doubt it's a critical time 

where the pathways to the future are 

being determined," says LeClerc. 

"The clear thing is, for anyone in this 

business at any level, the emerging 

expectations are something that 

shouldn't be downplayed or ignored. 

We need to work together and look at 

this area as part of good business. 

It's best to be involved and help 

shape the future in order to be a part 

of it." 

 

Part of good business:  Here are a 

few other key insights and           

 

 

 

 

 

 

perspectives from LeClerc's 

worldview. 

 

Critical time:  By now farmers,  

industry and the public in general 

have heard plenty about the       

importance of "green this, green 

that," and related issues such as 

food safety, corporate responsibility 

and the big catch-all term           

sustainability. For environmental 

stewardship as it relates to          

agriculture and food, that talk is fast 

turning into action including        

increasing demand for transparency 

and standards. "These are all      

realities we've been aware of in the 

past 10 years but I would say it's now 

that they are really coming home to 

roost." 

 

Shared responsibility: One thing 

LeClerc strongly believes in is the 

advantages of the agriculture and 

food industry both in Canada and 

internationally working together to 

meet the emerging expectations. 

"We clearly don't see sustainability 

as a competitive advantage. We see 

it as a shared responsibility." 

 

World working together:  A leading 

example of this teamwork at an   

international level is the Sustainable 

Agriculture Initiative that McCain 

Foods is involved with. The effort 

involves a who's who of the world's 

major food companies and is       

primarily a forum for them to come 

together to discuss sustainability 

issues and related opportunities for 

collaborative approaches. 

 

Coordinated responses: Closer to 

home, a major effort LeClerc has 

been involved with is a coordinated 

potato industry effort to meet rising 

stewardship expectations among the 

major quick service restaurant 

chains. A key example is from a few 

years back when McDonald's     

Corporation shareholders raised the 

issue of environmental stewardship 

standards for suppliers. 

 

McCain helped drive a joint effort by 

potato grower associations, McCain 

Foods, other processors and   

McDonald's, to provide a response 

that included thorough benchmark 

information on current industry     

practices, along with clear targets for 

progress. Information was gathered 

through an in-depth grower survey 

and the Environmental Farm Plan 

that many Canadian growers had 

completed, which provided a solid 

foundation to the effort in Canada. 

 

This not only met shareholder    

expectations but helped McDonald's 

boost its public image as an       

environmentally responsible    com-

pany. "The response was very    

positive among everyone involved," 

says LeClerc. "We all saw it as   

simply doing what was needed to 

meet the requirements of the               

marketplace." 

 

Profit potential: From both a grow-

er and food industry perspective, 

LeClerc believes a good mindset for 

these and other stewardship        

initiatives is to equate sustainability 

with efficiency. "I think there's a 

recognition by a lot of companies that 

we need to reduce our footprint, 

whether it's carbon, whether it's  

water, whether it's inputs – you can 

go down the list," says LeClerc. "We 

just need to become more and more 

efficient in what we do to benefit not 

only the planet but also the growers 

and customers in general. It's going 

to be something that's going to 

evolve but we can find the right path 

by looking at areas where the      

stewardship and profit go together." 

 

We're all in it together: At the end 

of the day it's all about collaboration 

as the key to success, he says. "The 

last thing we want to do is use it as a 

competitive advantage because I 

don't think that would favour       

anybody. What we do is work     

together as an industry at a local, 

national and international level, to be 

able to make sure that we are    

producing in the most sustainable 

way possible and in the most      

economical way possible. That profit 

part of it is important for growers and 

for everybody really. When you talk 

sustainability, it all goes hand in 

hand." 

  


